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This form of treatment owes its origin largely to the efforts of Alexander Wolf
at Fort Knox, Ky. Later the program was carried on there by a psychologist.
Since 1944, Abrahams and McCorkle34 (a psychiatrist and a sociologist at
Fort Knox) have contributed to the expansion of the program by visual aids.
The program of group psychotherapy, with several sessions a week, in large
heterogeneous and small homogeneous groups, had the enthusiastic support
of the commandant.35 This procedure was later used in some form and in vary-
ing degrees in all the rehabilitation centers3S and in most of the disciplinary
barracks.

One can summarize the experience of psychiatry with this large group of
misbehaving individuals as both a failure and a success. The emergency of the
war did not justify the investment of unlimited personnel in the gamble of at-
tempting to "treat" or to retrain large numbers of these men in the Army.
However, when some of them ran amuck with the law and reached the bottom
of the ladder as prisoners, they were then given the benefit of supportive
discipline and a graduated program which was well permeated with psychiatric
understanding. Through the warm support of Mr. Austin MacCormick and Col.
Marion Rushton, psychiatrists had a chance to make a contribution, and they
did so with effectiveness. Under this system a large number of men were
rehabilitated, apparently successfully so. In many cases, perhaps we only suc-
ceeded in making the men more amenable prisoners. It is not likely that we
affected the basic personality of more than a few. oNo conclusive results can
be known except through a long-time follow-up study. Our experience makes
one wonder whether a much greater effort should not have been made for the
greater numbers who were discharged before getting into more serious diffi-
culties.
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